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IMPROVE PERFORMANCE 
AND LOWER COSTS

Automatic Problem Detection
The question is: "Are there problems with the buf-
ferpools or is the bufferpool setup optimal?" In 
other words, is there tuning potential or not? Can 
changes to the bufferpool setup improve overall
performance or will the changes prove unneeded? How
much improvement can be expected? Is it possible to
save CPU time? Can access times be shortened, bottle-
necks eliminated and related problems avoided? 
 
Revealing problems and tuning opportunities need to be 
complemented with a metrics system that quanti� es the
expected improvements. This is particularly important to
those responsible for maintaining multiple DB2 subsys-
tems. BPA4DB2 has been designed to provide precise 
metrics for those who need them.

ReReads and the ReRead Percentage are unique indica-
tors of good or bad buffer pool behavior. Distinct GetPage 
describes the memory capacity requirements. ReReads 
identify avoidable I/Os while Distinct GetPage stand for 
the size a buffer pool requires. BPA4DB2�s assessment 
rule is simple:

No ReReads �
leave bufferpools alone and use
time more wisely

ReRead Percentage > 10% �
there is an opportunity to enhance
performance

Ef� cient buffer pool tuning improves performance and saves on expensive mainframe resources. 
However, buffer pool tuning usually proves to be challenging. In many cases, it is so daunting and 
labor intensive that it tends to be done as a project and only when "needed". Seldom is it implemen-
ted as an ongoing task. This lack of monitoring leads to I/O problems, avoidable CPU consumption, 
inef� cient storage usage, and might in succession tempt to premature CPU upgrades and memory 
expansion. BPA4DB2 offers a better and cost effective alternative. Designed to be easy to use, it 
offers Expert System Problem Detection, Problem Resolution Guidance and Automated Audit with 
Pro-Active Noti� cation for impending problems.
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